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BACKGROUND: The Central Virginia Transportation Authority is required to 
develop a voting process by which decisions can be made, including weighted 
votes based on members present and an affirmative vote of 4/5 of the population. 
At specified integrals, the authority must update the population data using the 
Weldon Cooper Center at UVA (noted in bold).  The specific language in the bylaws 
is as follows (Code of Virginia is at § 33.2-3705.): 

1. Votes – Votes of the chief elected officers of localities or their designees, 
appointed to the Authority shall be weighed, based upon the population of the 
locality, as follows:  

1.1. A vote cast by each member representing the Counties of Chesterfield and 
Henrico and the City of Richmond shall each constitute four (4) votes.  

1.2. A vote cast by the member representing the County of Hanover shall 
constitute three (3) votes.  

1.3. A vote cast by each member representing the Counties of Goochland, New 
Kent and Powhatan shall each constitute two (2) votes.  

1.4. A vote cast by each member representing the Town of Ashland and the 
County of Charles City shall each constitute one (1) vote.  

1.5. The Delegate, the Senator, and the member of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board appointed to the Authority shall each receive one (1) 
vote.  

2. For the purposes of this section, each voting Member of the Authority refers to 
the Member or if a Member has a designee attending pursuant to Article II, 
section B, then that Member’s designee. Each voting Member of the Authority 
shall be entitled to one (1) vote in all matters requiring action by the Authority 
and those votes shall be weighted as described in K.1. Decisions of the Authority 
shall require an affirmative vote of those present and voting whose votes 
represent at least four-fifths of the population embraced by the Authority; 
however, no motion to fund a specific facility or service shall fail because of this 
population criterion if such facility or service is not located or to be located or 
provided or to be provided within the county or city whose chief elected officer’s 
or elected official’s, or its respective designee’s, sole negative vote caused the 
facility or service to fail to meet the population criterion. The population of the 
counties and cities embraced by the Authority shall be the population as 
determined by the most recently preceding decennial census, except that 
on July 1 of the fifth year following such census, the population of each 
county and city shall be adjusted, based on population estimates made by 
the Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service of the University of Virginia, 
and such adjusted population shall be utilized for the following years until 
the next decennial census.  

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/33.2-3705


 
 

As of March 2026, the Weldon Cooper Center has updated the population data for 
the region dating to July 2025.  According to the CVTA bylaws, the voting tool shall 
be updated with this information. 

The attached snapshot of the voting tool illustrates the updated population figures 
for each locality member of the CVTA.  The tool recognizes the following changes: 

• The City of Richmond no longer has single veto authority on a vote due to the 
4/5 population requirement.   

• Based on Bylaws #2 above, Henrico and Chesterfield hold a veto, based upon 
their respective populations, but they cannot stop a project if the project is 
located in another jurisdiction, and all other member jurisdictions cast their 
votes to approve it. 

   

At its meeting on April 13, 2026, the Technical Advisory Committee unanimously 
recommended approval of the updated voting tool, reflecting 2025 population and 
simplified explanatory language on veto conditions. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Adoption of the 2026 CVTA Voting Tool. 
 
 
CAP 
Attachments 



Motion as presented:

First:

Second:

Select location of proposed service/facility = N/A

#N/A

Members Population

Weighted

 Votes
"Yay" "Nay" Abstain Absent

Voting 

Check

Population

"Yays"
"Yay" "Nay"

7,910             1 ERROR -                0 0

6,786             1 ERROR -                0 0

401,301        4 ERROR -                0 0

28,432           2 ERROR -                0 0

116,037        3 ERROR -                0 0

350,282        4 ERROR -                0 0

27,872           2 ERROR -                0 0

31,946           2 ERROR -                0 0

241,478        4 ERROR -                0 0

1 ERROR 0 0

1 ERROR 0 0

1 ERROR 0 0

1,212,044     26 0 0 0 0 0 -                0 0

INVALID

Quorum:

A majority of the voting members of the Authority (or designees) shall constitute a quorum.  There are 

12 voting members, therefore at least 7 members must be present to constitute a quorum.

Quorum Present YES

A.  Four-fifths of the pop. embraced by the Authority = 969,635       

B.  Pop. of voting members (cities & counties) present & voting in the affirmative = -                ← FAIL

If B. is greater than or equal than A., motion PASSES.

If B. is less than A., vote FAILS. If B. is less than A., motion FAILS.

UNWEIGHTED WEIGHTED OVERALL VOTE =

#N/A

Ashland ^
Voting Check INVALID

Charles City *

CTB Member

Chesterfield *
Quorum Present YES

Goochland *

Hanover * 4/5 Population in 

Affirmative
FAIL

Henrico *

New Kent *

Powhatan *

Richmond *

Delegate

Senator

* Weldon Cooper July 2025

^ US Census 2024 (Weldon Cooper does not provide 

Town population)

A "Valid" vote requires all 12 members to have their vote

marked "Yay", "Nay", "Abstain" or marked "Absent".

Decisions of the Authority shall require an affirmative vote of those present and voting whose votes represent at least four-fifths of the population embraced by the Authority

Chesterfield County and Henrico County hold a veto, based upon their respective populations, but they cannot stop a project if the project is located in another jurisdiction, and all other member jurisdictions cast 

their votes to approve it.
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