CVTA AGENDA 4/24/26; ITEM B-2.
Funding Acknowledgment, Communications, and Branding Policy
Central Virginia Transportation Authority
BACKGROUND: As the Central Virginia Transportation Authority has grown since

its inception in 2020, part of its mission has been to build community recognition
of the impact the Authority has had on regional transportation.

One area that would help provide consistent messaging is in acknowledgement of
CVTA funds when project information is shared with the public and the media. At
this time, each member jurisdiction follows its own internal guidelines for
acknowledgement.

The attached policy captures requirements for funding acknowledgement,
communications, and branding when CVTA funds are applied to projects
administered either locally or by VDOT. This policy aligns with federal and state
expectations for transparency and public communication in transportation funding
programs, including requirements for public involvement, access to information,
and stakeholder engagement.

The CVTA Finance Committee has been briefed on the development of the policy
document as part of its interest in raising public awareness of the CVTA's impact.
The Finance Committee has not been provided advance copies of this draft policy
before its inclusion in the agenda packet.

REQUESTED ACTION: Referral of the 2026 CVTA Funding Acknowledgment,
Communications, and Branding Policy to the Finance Committee for review and
recommendation (voice vote)
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Central Virginia Transportation Authority (CVTA)
Comprehensive Funding Acknowledgment, Communications, and
Branding Policy

1. Policy: Funding Acknowledgment and Public Communication

Recipients of regional funding awards shall acknowledge the Central Virginia
Transportation Authority (CVTA) as a funding source in public-facing
communications and materials associated with funded projects.

Such acknowledgment shall be included in a manner that is clear, visible, and
appropriate to the communication medium and shall, at a minimum, be
incorporated into:

e Project signage, where applicable

e Pressreleases and public announcements

e Project websites and digital coommunications

e Public presentations and stakeholder engagement materials

For projects involving construction or physical improvements, recipients shall
include acknowledgment of CVTA funding on project signage in accordance
with applicable federal and state requirements governing acknowledgment

signage.

These requirements are intended to promote transparency, enhance public
awareness of regional transportation investments, and ensure that the public
is informed of the funding sources contributing to transportation
improvements.

2. Standardized Acknowledgment Statements

Short Form:
“Funded [in part] by the Central Virginia Transportation Authority (CVTA)."

Standard Form:

“This project is funded [in part] by the Central Virginia Transportation
Authority (CVTA), supporting regional transportation improvements across
Central Virginia.”

Expanded Form:

“This project is funded [in part] by the Central Virginia Transportation
Authority (CVTA), which provides local and regional funding to support
transportation improvements that enhance connectivity, safety, and mobility
throughout Central Virginia.”
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3. Tiered Funding Acknowledgment Requirements
Tier 1 - Minor Funding (< $500,000)
Requirement Level: Basic Acknowledgment

e Required in:
o Pressreleases
o Website/project page
e Optional:
o Social media mention
e Not required:
o Physical signage (however, if signage is used, it shall include CVTA
acknowledgement, as described below)
Intent: Administrative visibility without overburdening small projects

Tier 2 - Moderate Funding ($500,000 - $5M)
Requirement Level: Standard Public Acknowledgment

e Required:
o Pressreleases
o Website/project page
o Public presentations
e Strongly encouraged:
o Social media acknowledgment
e Optional:
o Temporary signhage during construction. If utilized, signage
should include:
= Funding organization name
= Logo (if applicable)
= Standardized acknowledgement statement, as appropriate
Intent: Ensure the public associates funding with outcomes
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Tier 3 - Major Funding ($5M+)
Requirement Level: Full Public Visibility

e Required:
o AllTier 2 items
o Physical project signage
o Inclusion in major announcements and media
¢ Signage must include:
o Funding organization name
o Logo (if applicable)
o Standardized acknowledgement statement (expanded form, if
possible, or standard/short form, if necessary)
Intent: High-visibility accountability for major public investments

Tier 4 - Signature / Regional Impact Projects (Example: Fall Line Trail)

e Required:

o AllTier 3 items

o Permanent or semi-permanent acknowledgment (if applicable)
e May include:

o Project webpages with funding breakdown

o Ribbon-cutting acknowledgment

o Regional campaign alignment
Intent: Showcase flagship investments and reinforce public trust

4. Implementation and Branding Guidelines

Acknowledgment shall be clear, legible, and proportionate. Logos must be in
color, undistorted, and not subordinate to other entities. Signage should
ensure readability based on viewing distance and include CVTA
acknowledgment prominently within the visual hierarchy.

5. Contractual Requirements
All funding agreements shall include a requirement that recipients
acknowledge CVTA funding in communications and materials. Recipients

shall provide advance notice of major communications and retain
documentation for compliance verification.
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6. Compliance and Enforcement

Compliance with acknowledgment requirements shall be a condition of
funding. Failure to comply may result in withholding of reimbursement until
compliance is achieved. Recipients may be required to submit
documentation demonstrating compliance, such as press releases, signage
photos, etc.

7. Authority and Justification

This policy aligns with federal and state expectations for transparency and
public communication in transportation funding programs, including
requirements for public involvement, access to information, and stakeholder
engagement.

8. References and Citations

VDOT Public Participation IIM (IIM-TMPD-4.0):
https://www.virginiadot.org/business/resources/LocDes/Public_Involvement_
Manual.pdf

FHWA 23 CFR Part 450, Public involvement and consultation:
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/chapter-l/subchapter-E/part-450

FHWA MUTCD - Acknowledgment Signs Guidance:
https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/

USDOT Infrastructure Project Signage Guidance (lIJA):
https://www.transportation.gov/

Federal Grant Communication and Transparency Practices (General):
https://www.grants.gov/

San Fransico County Transportation Authority — Grant Attribution and
Signage: Grant Attribution and Signage | SECTA

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources — Project
Signage: DCNR_003322.pdf
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