
 
 
 

 

January 12, 2026 

The Honorable Sean Duffy 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Duffy, 

On behalf of the Central Virginia Transportation Authority, I am writing to express our support for the City of 

Richmond’s application for a Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) grant to fund the 

Mayo Bridge Replacement Project. This initiative represents a transformative investment in creating safer, more 

resilient transportation options for everyone in the Richmond region. 

The Mayo Bridge is a critical connection between downtown Richmond, Southside, Manchester neighborhoods, 

and the larger Region. The current aging bridge poses significant safety and accessibility challenges, discourages 

active transportation, and limits opportunities for residents to use non-vehicle modes of travel.  

We fully support the proposed 66-foot-wide replacement for the Mayo Bridge, which includes upgraded 

pedestrian infrastructure and better connections to transit. An improved Mayo Bridge will create a safer and 

more enjoyable experience for all who travel across the bridge and will enhance mobility within our community.  

Safe and accessible biking and walking infrastructure reduces barriers for residents who rely on the Mayo Bridge 

to connect them to jobs, schools, healthcare, and other essential services. The improvements to the Mayo Bridge 

will also encourage more people to choose active transportation and improve the resilience of travel in the 

region. It will also connect visitors to the future Mayo Island Park, a key tourism and recreation asset.   

The CVTA is a regional partner to our localities and has provided financial support in the past for this project.  We 

have provided $5 million in leveraging funding and look forward to additional funds being committed to this 

important project. 

The BUILD program’s support will ensure that this vital project becomes a reality, improving quality of life and 

connectivity for the entire region. If you have any questions or need further information, please do not hesitate 

to contact me at 804-924-7039 or chet@cvtava.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Chet Parsons, AICP CTP 

Executive Director 

Central Virginia Transportation Authority 


